Government and  the  Crowd

the modern world. Only in Russia and America (in the
so-called Republics of Central and South America) does
it really exist; to some extent also in Germany. The
Czar, however, may be less of a true king than he appears;
as to the future of German Imperialism, who at this time
of writing would venture to prophesy? South America
is really the one continent where true monarchy still
flourishes, the Presidents of the various States being as
a rule personally supreme and not in fact representative.
This tends to support the conclusion that kingship is only
possible in politically backward regions, and especially
those in which the population is scattered, communica-
tion difficult, the press weak, and the level of education
low. Where ordinary modern conditions prevail the
public is a more organised crowd, and demands, and is
able to obtain, for better or worse, a position of supremacy
or at least powerful influence in the government.

It has been the good fortune of Great Britain for a long
series of years to have produced, and lived under, a con-
stitution which was neither a kingdom nor a crowddom,
but partook of the nature of both. The crowd obtained
a great influence in the government, but various individ-
uals altogether independent of and irresponsible to the
public, likewise had a share of political power. It was
this compromise and balance between the power of the
crowd and the power of individuals independent of it
which gave to Great Britain, during a century or more,
an almost unique position in the world, and enabled the
British Empire to grow to its present high estate, as
under pure crowddom or pure kingdom it could not have

grown.
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